
Epic JournEy of a LifEtimE!

JunE 2 fLight:  Our journey begins with a flight to Seattle, WA and shuttle service to our 
overnight accommodations.

JunE 3: SEattLE and cruiSE arrivaL: Today we will enjoy shuttle transfer to Pike Market in 
downtown Seattle.  This famous fish market is one of the Pacific Northwest’s most famous 
attractions and the humble beginnings of Starbucks Coffee.  Enjoy lunch and browsing at the 
market before we board our Holland America Explorer Express coach for our short journey 
to Vancouver, BC. Here we will board Holland America’s luxuirous “Pinnacle Class” ship - MS 
Koningsdam.
 
JunE 4 ScEnic cruiSing thE inSidE paSSagE: Relax and enjoy a full day of scenic Inside Passage 
cruising and immerse yourself in Holland America Line elegance.  Alaska’s Inside Passage is 
a protected network of waterways that wind through glacier-cut fjords and lush temperate 
rain forests along the rugged coast of Southeast Alaska. Arguably one of the greatest cruising 
routes in the world, the Inside Passage stretches through stunning landscapes, from Misty 
Fjords National Monument to famed Glacier Bay National Park & Preserve.  Sailing the Inside 
Passage offers opportunities to spot some of Alaska’s most iconic wildlife, with humpback 
whales and orca plying the bountiful waters alongside the ships, bald eagles soaring overhead 
and brown bears lumbering on the shoreline.

JunE 5 tracEy arm inLEt and JunEau: Steep cliffs and glacier-covered mountains flank this 
fjord, fringed by the largest intact coastal temperate rain forest in the United States. Old-
growth trees colonized Tracy Arm’s mouth long ago as the Ice Age retreated. But further 
up the sinuous 48-kilometer (30-mile) waterway, its icy grip lingers a little. There, the twin 
Sawyer Glaciers flow from the peaks down to the sea, sloughing off stories-high chunks of 
water frozen decades or even centuries before. Even more glorious than nearby Glacier 
Bay, Tracy Arm is part of the 5.7 million acres (or around 23,000 square kilometers) of pure 
wilderness sheltered by the Tongass National Forest (America’s biggest). Visitors often see 
bears, whales and mountain goats roaming across various corners of this pristine area—not to 
mention chubby baby seals resting on the ice floes.  Enjoy the afternoon exploring Alaska’s 
capital of Juneau.   Enjoy the afternoon exploring Alaska’s capital. Choose from exciting shore 
excursions and still have time to shop.  Surrounded by water, forest and mountain sights, 
visitors seeking things to do in Juneau indoors and outdoors can hike a glacier, eat fresh-
caught fish on a seaside patio and tour a grand capitol building all in one day.  Juneau is also 
known for its outdoor recreation, fresh seafood and fine dining. The city itself is pleasant, but 
the real highlight of a visit to Juneau is tracking down some wildlife. You can hike up Mount 
Roberts to chance upon wild deer and bald eagles. Most sightseeing and whale-watching tours 
head north to Auke Bay—bring a good pair of binoculars to get the best view of these majestic 
and surprisingly graceful creatures. If you prefer land mammals, catch a floatplane to a nearby 
wildlife reserve such as Chichagof or Admiralty Island to spy some bears lolling around on 
Alaska cruise excursion.

JunE 6 Skagway: At the height of the Klondike Gold Rush, the port town of Skagway served 
as the primary gateway to the legendary gold fields, and quickly grew into Alaska’s largest 
settlement. It was then a raucous frontier hub packed with trading posts, saloons and 
guesthouses. As the gold rush faded into the 1900s, so did Skagway—but today it has been 
reinvigorated as a gateway for a new kind of visitor: those looking to explore Alaska’s colorful 
history, pristine wildlife and unrivaled natural beauty. Upon arrival, we will meet our Holland 
America Journey Host to learn about our upcoming Skagway adventure, then enjoy a short 
historical tour enroute to your Skagway hotel. This evening will be a group event given by 
Holland American.
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JunE  7 whitEhourSE, yukon: This morning we will Depart Skagway aboard the historic White Pass train to Fraser, then on to Whitehorse - capital 
of the Yukon.  Northern Canada’s largest city sprang from frontier roots. During the Klondike Gold Rush, prospectors washed up here, past two 
major river obstacles: Miles Canyon and the Whitehorse Rapids (named for whitecapped waves that resembled stallions’ manes). To prevent 
mass starvation, the government required every Stampeder to haul along a year’s supply of goods. The recommended list included 10 pounds 
of coffee, 150 pounds of bacon and 400 pounds of flour—part of a total 1,095 pounds of grub. Sundries like picks, ropes and a dozen heavy wool 
socks quickly brought the load up to a ton. Whitehorse, the northern terminus of the railway from Skagway, Alaska, boomed because it was as 
far north as would-be miners and their freight could travel by train; from here, sternwheelers did the rest, 740 kilometers (460 miles) down 
the upper Yukon River to the mining town of Dawson City. Now the territory’s capital, Whitehorse stands at Historic Mile 918 of the Alaska 
Highway and has the world’s lowest level of metropolitan air pollution.

JunE 8 dawSon, yukon:  Today we will Follow the route of Klondike gold stampeders in style to Dawson City, with an included lunch stop.  
Once the pulsing heart of the Klondike Gold Rush, Dawson City today is a cluster of wooden sidewalks and charming frontier-era shops on the 
banks of the Yukon river. There are plenty of reasons to take cruise tours to Dawson City, Yukon. Though gold rush lore is the main draw, it 
has a rich history well before the discovery of gold and subsequent stampede in 1896. The Trʼondëk Hwëchʼin or “people of the river” have 
frequented the area for thousands of years and there’s much heritage to learn and appreciate. The town was also a muse for literary legends, 
Robert Service and Jack London.  Present-day Dawson still has active gold mining and a thriving tourism and arts scene. Many adventurers stop 
in Dawson to stock up on supplies before heading to the ragged peaks of the Yukon’s Tombstone Territorial Park.

JunE 9 yukon rivEr ExcurSion:  Today the morning is free for optional excursions, then in the afternoon enjoy a nostalgic Yukon River paddle-
wheeler cruise aboard the Klondike Spirit. People have been paddling the Yukon River for as long as 25,000 years. In fact, it stayed as open 
water during the last ice age, providing an escape route from the frozen areas to the south. During the 1800s, it rose to importance once again 
as traders made their way into the north to buy furs from local trappers.  Our river journey onboard the Yukon Paddlewheeler will depart from 
Dawson City, where the Yukon River is framed by mountains and sprinkled with wooded islands and a few tiny settlements, so it seemed likely 
most of the listeners are wildlife! 

 

JunE 10 fairbankS:  Our journey continues as you board a short flight bound for Fairbanks, Alaska’s Golden Heart City. Bearing the nickname 
the Golden Heart, Alaska’s second-largest city was born of gold rush fever, thanks to Italian immigrant Felix Pedro who found the precious 
metal in 1902 near where Captain E.T. Barnette decided to build a trading post on the banks of the Chena River.  The city’s location in Alaska’s 
interior makes it a gateway to the arctic and is one of the best places in the world to see the aurora borealis, which appears on average 243 
nights of the year.

JunE 11 goLd drEdgE 8 and dEnaLi:  Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the dredge is a mechanical wonder. It “walked” across 
the gold fields, scooping up pay dirt and mechanically panning it. Check out its conveyor belt of gargantuan metal scoops that tilled the earth. 
Or look for the stilt-like legs, which it used to cross the fields. Yukon Yonda and Dexter Clark will tell you all about the dredge, as well as what 
it takes to be an Alaska miner.  Then you’ll put their advice to work, panning for gold. And you’re guaranteed to find some as you sift through 
the dredge tailings, which Alaskan miners are still working. Have your gold weighed at the gift shop and find out the market value of your haul.  
Afterwards, it’s off to Denali for a two night stay at our beautiful accommodations at the McKinley Chalet Resort, highlighting this magnificent 
national treasure! Denali Square is the bustling center of our very own McKinley Chalet Resort. Here, you can share a meal and good times at 
Karstens Restaurant; stroll the boardwalk and visit our artists-in-residence cabin; shop for handcrafted local goods; enjoy the Music of Denali 
at the Gold Nugget Saloon; or gather around the evening campfire and make s’mores under the open sky.

 
JunE 12 dEnaLi nationaL park and tundra tour:  Today features the unforgettable Tundra Wilderness Tour. This 5 - 6 hour, expertly guided and 
narrated sightseeing excursion takes you into the heart of Denali National Park. The tour will go to mile 43 offering the best opportunity to 
view Denali’s iconic wildlife and North America’s tallest peak. Denali isn’t just any mountain; it’s the centerpiece of Alaska’s interior, a shining 
jewel towering  above pristine Alaska wilderness. (snack included).  On this adventure, you’ll likely spot some combination of Alaska’s big five: 
grizzly bears, caribou, moose, Dall sheep, and wolves!

JunE 13 mckinLEy ExpLorEr train:  This morning, we will board the luxurious domed rail cars of the McKinley Explorer bound for Anchorage. 
Every guest has a reserved seat and the large curved glass dome windows run the full length of the car, offering superb 360 degree views.  
Seating is comfortable, with foot rests and fold down tray tables. Each car has its own host guide who provides tour commentary and answers 
questions.  Our rail tour south is relaxing and, of course, scenic with every turn.  This afternoon our train arrives at the Anchorage depot.  We 
will transfer to our local hotel accommodations for the evening.

JunE 14 fLight to SEattLE:  We will transfer to the Anchorage airport for our flight back to Seattle and catch the courtesy shuttle to our nearby 
airport hotel for the evening.

JunE 15 fLight homE:  Our Amazing Alaska Yukon and Denali journey concludes this morning with our return flight back home.  An unforgettable 
tour vacation of a lifetime!


