
Dakota WondersDakota Wonders
Natural beauty aNd MoNuMeNtal woNders await you iN south dakota!

strikiNg laNdscapes boast a Maze of buttes, caNyoNs, piNNacles aNd spires - a place
where Native aMericaN aNd westerN traditioNs are hoNored.  

tour vacatioN iNclusioNs:
• Air and Motorcoach
• gratuities:
Included Meals and Attraction Guides

• Meals: 8
5 Breakfasts, 3 Dinners

• attractioNs:
As Listed

• all taxes

tour highlights:
• MouNt rushMore 

NatioNal MoNuMeNt 
• crazy horse MeMorial 

aNd MoNuMeNt
• blackhills aNd the

badlaNds NatioNal park
• MaMMoth site
• keystoNe, sd

• big thuNder gold MiNe
• wall drug

• digNity statue
• corN palace

• dakota chuckwagoN 
supper aNd show

$1734.00 per persoN dbl
siNgles $317.00 addtl

day #1:  Flight to Denver and overnight and dinner in Scottsbluff, NE with dinner out.

day #2:  After breakfast, our journey begins as we cross into South Dakota - The Mount 
Rushmore State.  Situated in the center of the country, South Dakota offers visitors one of 
the most diverse landscapes in the country.  The badlands jut into the sky out of the vast 
prairie lands giving way to the rugged granite peaks of the Blackhills.  The state also boasts 
amazing larger-than-life monuments as evident in the patriotic nature of monuments like 
Mount Rushmore, Crazy Horse Memorial, and “Dignity” a 50-foot Native American woman 
gazing across the waters of the Missouri River - all of which we will witness on our days ahead.  
Today will lead us into the southern portion of Blackhills and to The Mammoth Site in Hot 
Springs, SD.  Here we will tour this indoor active dig site and view Ice Age fossils including 60 
mammoths and three woolly mammoths which have been discovered at this site.  This unique 
experience is a top attraction not to be missed.  Navigating north into the Blackhills our next 
stop will at the at the Big Thunder Gold Mine.  This mining museum and tour takes us into an 
1895 gold mill showcasing the Dakotas gold rush period. We will check into our comfy “base 
camp” hotel accommodatin Rapid City for the next two nights!

day #3:  After a good breakfast, our exploration of the mighty Blackhills begins.  Our first 
sight is the most famous in the state and one of the most iconic American monuments - 
Mount Rushmore!  This national monument is a colossal sculpture carved into the granite 
featuring George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt and Abraham Lincoln, 
surrounded by the beauty of the Black Hills.  Sculptor Gutzon Borglum and native tribal 
representatives settled on this spot for the monument which tells the story of the birth, 
growth, development and preservation of our country.  The park features a visitors center, 
movie, walking trails, museum and bookstore - not to mention amazing monumental views in 
every direction!  Lunchtime today will be in the old mining town of Keystone located at the 
foot of Mount Rushmore.  Our afternoon drive through the hills is no less stunning on our way 
to Crazy Horse.  The Crazy Horse Memorial is a privately held land and monument in the Black 
Hills and, when completed, will depict the Oglala Lakota warrior Crazy Horse, riding a horse 
and pointing to his tribal land. The mission of the monument is to protect and preserve the 
culture, tradition and living heritage of the North American Indians.  We are lucky to witness 
the construction of something of this magnitude and historical relevance in our lives.  The 
park features a visitors center, a movie and shops featuring Native American crafts.  This 
evening we will partake in a true western experience at Fort Hays Chuckwagon Supper & 
Show!  Enjoy an original hearty chuckwagon supper, followed by an entertaining live music 
variety show when the Fort Hays Wranglers take the stage.  A delicious and fun way to end 
our Blackhills touring.

day #4: Today, we will journey eastward into Wall, SD and Badlands National Park.  Wall is 
the home of famous Wall Drug, an original American roadside attraction known for offering 
Badland travelers free ice water!  Entering the Badlands is mesmerizing in every direction.  
Our tour leads us through the entire loop drive to experience its dramatic landscapes spanning 
layered rock formations, steep canyons and towering spires.  Bison, bighorn sheep and prairie 
dogs inhabit its sprawling grasslands.  We will also visit the comprehensive visitors center in 
the park.  Our overnight will be just along the scenic Missouri River at the iconic Al’s Oasis in 
Chamberlain/Oacama, SD.  A scrumptious dinner this evening will be enjoyed in Al’s western 
dining room. 

day #5:  After breakfast, we will cross the Missouri River with a stop to see the new “Dignity” 
statue. The 50 foot tall sculpture of a Dakota Native American woman is a stunning combination 
of art and history.  She casts a peaceful gaze across the waters of the river and during the 
day, the South Dakota wind brushes the diamonds in her star quilt, causing blue shades to 
twinkle in the sunlight.  Our journey into the Dakota prairie lands to the east will lead us to 
the world’s only Corn Palace in Mitchell. SD.  Origininally built as a way to prove to the world 
that South Dakota had a healthy agricultural climate, the building features murals made up of 
corn.  Unique and beautiful, the Corn Palace is a must see in the Dakotas.  Continuing to follow 
the Missouri River south, our last evening will be in Council Bluffs, IA across from Omaha, NE.

day #6:  Our final day will take us through the show-me state to St. Louis.  Don’t miss this 
exciting journey of a lifetime!

July 18 - 23, 2023 (6 days)
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